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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

March/April 1997 * Volume 112

Images of Breast Cancer

We greatly appreciate the opportunity
to present our work exploring environ-
mental causes of breast cancer in the
November/December 1996 issue of
Public Health Reports—and we salute
you for devoting space to this impor-
tant public health issue. However, we
would like to convey our concern over
the photograph of a woman’s breast,
illustrating breast self-exam, that
accompanied the article. Many
women, including most breast cancer
activists, are dismayed by the media’s
use of sexualized images related to
breast cancer and by the differences in
the images chosen to illustrate articles
on breast and prostate cancer. Another,
more subtle issue is that although we

of course support early detection of

breast cancer through self-exam and

other forms of screening, our own

work—and the focus of the article—is
on preventing breast cancer.
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Erratum

The authors have discovered a minor
error in the article “Geographic Dif-
ferences in Mortality of Young Chil-
dren with Sickle Cell Disease in the
United States” (Davis H, Gergen PJ,
Moore RM ]Jr.), which appeared on
pages 52-58 in the January/February
1997 issue of Public Health Reports.

In Table 1, for California in
1968-1980 the estimated rate should
have been 8.4 and the relative risk
should have been 0.80; for California
in 1981-1992 the estimated rate
should have been 6.0 and the relative
risk should have been 0.88.

The authors regret this error.
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